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MISSOULA-University of Montana President Richard C. Bowers announced Friday
morning that first-year offensive line coach Bob Lowry will be retained when
a new head coach is hired next month.
The announcement reverses part of an earlier decision that had terminated
head coach Gene Carlson and all four of his assistant coaches.
Explaining his decision, Bowers stated that Bob Lowry in his first year
at Montana had demonstrated a solid knowledge of college-level coaching, a good
rapport

with players, and an excellent relationship with the high school

coaching community state-wide.
"I believe that retaining Bob Lowry is in the best interest of the
University of Montana football program because of the need for immediate recruitment
activity," Bowers said.
UM Athletic Director Harley Lewis said that he had reonmended this course
of action to Bowers because he was concerned with the continuity of the UM recruiting
effort in the state of Montana. "I felt that Lowry, a former state championship
coach from Glendive, could play an important transitory recruitment role.

We need

to insure that one of the most promising groups of high school graduates in years is
not lost to the University," Lewis said.

"I want Bob Lowry to be able to present

the new head coach with an outstanding list of scholarship candidates."
Lewis added that the decision to retain Lowry does not diminish the
University's conmitment to hire a successful college-level coach. "We are very excited
about the caliber of the coaches who have expressed an interest in our program," he
said.

"I think the coaching community, our present and future athletes, and UM
(Over)

football supporters will be most pleased with our eventual choice."
Lowry played football at Stanford University for three years before
an injury ended his career.

After graduating from Montana State University he

coached at Great Falls Central, Wolf Point and Plentywood.

During his head

coaching tenure at Glendive he had successive undefeated seasons, winning two
state championships.

